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INTE,RNE,T AND ONLINtr,
NE,WSPAPtr,R ACCE,SS IN MONTANA

Gatherin g data on
internet connectivity
proves difficult, creating
a muddy, but possibly
clearing, picture with new
funding on the horizon.

The National Telecommunications and Information Administration OITIA) offers a

potentially more robust data set with information gathered fiom multiple sources including the

FCC, U.S. Census Bureau, USDA, state governments, and private entities2.

Additionally, numerous factors including age, education and income levels, comfort with
technology acquisition, and confidence in technology securiry contribute to a citizen's decision

to subscribe to internet service regardless of whether service is available.

t Federal Communications Commission, Fixed Broadband Deployment - Area Comparison of Broadband Availability
in Different Areas. h tms:,/ /broadbandmao. fcc.sov / # /
2 Other sources include the Universd Service Administrative Company, Ookla, Measurement Lab (1vl-Lab), Microsoft,
BroadbandNow, and White Star. More information may be accessed at: hnps://www.ntia.doc.gov/press-
re lease /2()21 /ntia-cre ates-first-interactive-mao-helo-public-see-disital-divide-across-countrv
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At the November LGIC meeting, Senator Bogner requested information regarding internet
access and newspaper subscription numbers in Montana.

Montana citizens increasingly see improved intemet access. The Federal Communications
Commission ffCC) compiles daa on the number and available speeds of intemet providers. As
of December2020, the FCC reported that 100% of
Montana citizens have access to at least one internet
provider offering speeds of 25/3 Mbps (megabytes

per second) while only 5.85o/o have access to fast

connection speeds of 1000/100 Mbps or greaterl.

Howevet, vedfting the data proves difficult since it
is derived from information found on voluntarily
submitted internet service provider fotms. Current
FCC data also may not adequately capture the

challenges to provide internet in hard to service

afeas.
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The FCC defines broadband internet as a connection with a minimum download speed of 25 Mbps and upload
speed of 3 Mbps (read 25 / 3 Mbpt). Speed below 25 / 3 Mbps is not considered broadband but may not necessarily

be "too slow" depending on a user's needs.

Connection speeds of at least 1,00 /10 Mbps can often handle multiple users or devices while still adequately

streaming video, operating video calls, and downloading large files. Many considet any speed below 25 /3 Mbps
"slow internet" since users often experience slow buffering speeds, difficulty connecting multiple devices, and

difficulty accessing Wi-Fi connections.3

Tlme lt takes to download a 4 GB file
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o.t3%
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* Types of technology included: ADSL, Cable, Fiber, Fixed Wireless, Satellite, Other

3 "Internet soeed classifications: What is a sood internet soeed?"- AllConnect. htms://www.allconnect.com/blos/internet-soeed-
classifi cations-what-is-fast-internet
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As noted in the introduction, FCC data may not paint a complete picture. The National Telecommunications and

Information Administration (I.{TIA) produces a "Natronal lJroaclband Availal>rlir}' ,\[ap" (NBAIvt) which uses

additional data sources. The following table lists internet access by county, collected as part of the Lr.S. (-cnsus

Ar-ncrican ( -rrrrmuni q' Sun'e)' (ACS) results ftom 201, 5-2019 -

Beaverhead

Big Horn

Blaine

Broadwater

Carbon

Carter

Cascade

Chouteau

Custer

Daniels

Dawson

Deer Lodge

Fallon

Fergus

Flathead

Gallatin

Garfield

Glacier

Golden Vallev

Granite

Hill

Jefferson

Judith Basin

3992

3609

2366

2364

4524

628

34329

2274

4903

857

3930

3903

7334

49L2

38773

43777

438

4t63

351

1308

6369

4484

905

Ll.2

2L.7

18.4

L2.s

11.8

13.5

15.8

23

13.3

20

75.2

16.3

12.3

72.3

9.8

5.2

77.4

28.5

23.9

16.8

13

9.7

14.8

L7.6

28.3

24.8

27.5

77.9

78.2

20.2

25.3

18.9

22.5

20.3

24.2

17.5

77.7

72.9

8.9

20.5

30.7

26.5

18.3

t7.3

15.1

18.5

4.0%
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[ake

Lewis and Clark

Liberty

Lincoln

McCone

Madison

Meagher

Mineral

Missoula

Musselshell

Park

Petroleum

Phillips

Pondera

Powder River

Powell

Prairie

Ravalli

Richland

Roosevelt

Rosebud

Sanders

Sheridan

Silver Bow

Stillwater

Sweet Grass

Teton

Toole

Treasure

Valley

Wheatland

Wibaux

Yellowstone

11802

27893

89s

8122

723

3570

702

1786

49313

2L8t

7782

204

L770

2to3

737

2426

518

L7354

4535

3150

3156

5036

1639

14950

376L

1565

2464

L867

351

3386

792

498

66385

11

9.5

L6.2

t6.2

77.4

L2.5

20.L

1s.6

7

18.2

7L.2

14.7

19

15.1

9.4

Ll.4

77.2

9.6

74

23.5

19.1

19.5

8.7

15.9

9.2

16.3

12.9

15.5

tL.4

12.3

19.7

15.5

8.5

18.6

L4.L

25

19

23

15.3

28.7

31.1

10.8

21.7

14.6

14.2

25.L

22.2

10.9

2L,L

19.3

1s.3

t9.2

3t.7

25.8

26

t3.7

L8.4

L4.8

20.9

20.6

t7.8

20.s

L7

24

78.7

t2.L

20.09%
. Average percentage of

households rn ALL
counties reporting no

internet access
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The number of Montanans with internet access is also challenging to capture due to the many types of intemet

connections available, all with varying levels of effectiveness depending on geographic location and available

infrastructure. The following map illustrates the state's fiberoptic network, as reported by the Montana

Telecommunications Association and its member providers. Fiber is considered one of the more stable, reliable, and

fast connections. However, fiber also presents one of the largest installation chalienges - both logistically and

financially.

;rLIthfrrlnhGmct
ILhrld,ls tla8lafrfi
u,rvr..r ision.net

o POP Location

RLEC FIEER

VISION NET NEIWORK

- ,F*ps ruuilr4lnNs f: t trNtEtEPsaffdr I nmxt[FrNcdrN/

I sfrftorlNdb trlRrNco@s-
N il {Al rtrl+.(if,(-#ri41w

' GiTAt t4i:/il^ CWMLin C/._63

I rrs_ nivai c@rfl tF ortr cdrtu,Y

i luM656EoaEA

til
Vts ttr NNET.

V

i_l ri acM'r, rTr rc(rJMr,NrcAa.)lssiorp l rl il D.nif ns c$r*N Gri)tr9
-l cFl'LP{rk
_ 

I .r{oFtrRE(.trilwNr^Tds
- 

[fpSrl lftltsro,t C@(R^]vr,
-- morc--atso[cor*try
m MinrrR{ rn tFsscdFnAr\r

I R/scEirLEBo,Eclffiffi:w

I ar$Evf di FrF4a^r 4o(/tsnAii6- rrFisr rr'r*hNr.mFnfi,r

Mobile and satellite networks may service difficult to reach areas. However, these networks often lack reliability

andf or high-speed connections.

Finally, regardless of connection availabifitl, the costs of internet subscriptions, fees, hardware, or other devices

necessary to adequately use an internet connection may pfove abatiet to intemet access, further challenging a cleat

picture of the number of citizens with internet access in Montana.
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Both the federal and state govemments have made steps to finance additional broadband opporhrnities for citizens,

indicating that the number of intemet-connected citizens may increase over the next 5 years.

Infrastructure Investment andJobs Act (IIJA)4

Btoadband egdty, access, & deployment -
$42.5 billion

o $100 million per state minimum
o Prioritizes unserved (325/3Mbps) and

underserve d (< 100 / z0Mbps) areas

o 25oh state match

Broadband affordability - $14.2 billion

o $30 per month subsidy for quali$ring low-
income households

o $100 to broadband providers for each
discounted device sold to quali$ring low-
income households (rousehold must pay at
least $10 and no more than $50 for the device)

Digital Eqoity Grant Ptogram - $2.75 billion
over 5 yts

o Helps states fund digtd equity plans

o Grants to local gov'ts, tribes, community
anchor institutions, educational agencies, etc.

Existing program support

. USDA ReConnect & Rural Broadband
Programs - loans & grants to rural afeas -
additional $2.74 billion

o Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program -
additional $2 billion

SE297 Q02l) - ConnectMT Act

o $500,000 for broadband infrastructure

projects in unserved (<25/3Mbps) and

underserve d (< 100 / 2DMbps) areas

H 632 Q02l) - ARPA Fund Deployment

o $275 million for communication projects
related to broadband infrastructure

r Communications AdvisoryCommission
ovefsees Progfam

a "Infrastructure Investrnent andJobs Act", National Council of State Legislatures. https://v'wrv.ncsl.org,/ncsl-in-dc/publications-and-
resources /infrastrucrure-investment-and-iobs-act.aspx#BroadbandTo20Infrastructure

6
Local Govemment Interim Committee

Toni Henneman

{-r-rcrsurrvr\ SERVICES
\-DlvlsloN



Januarv 27-28,2022

Intemet & Online Newspaper Access in MT

MONTANA NEWSPAPER ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS

Number of Montana Newspaper Association (NINA) membet publications: 79s

Number of newspapers with online options:

71 - online subscriptions available

3 - free online access to all articles:

Lone Peak Lookout (Big Sky)

Silver State Post @eer Lodge) - most, not all afiicles ayailable online at no cost

Kootenai Valley Record (Irbby)
5 - no online access:

Anaconda kader
The Times-Clarion (tlarlowton)

Jordan Tribune Sordan)
Sheridan County News flentywood)
Meagher County News QVhite Sulphur Springs)

MT Newspaper Assoc. Membership Directory Map

s All information, including map, gathered from the Montana Newspaper Association website: https: / /www.mtnewspapers.com/.
Online access determined by visiting individual newspaper websites on December 15 & 76,2027.
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